Primary biliary cirrhosis and lichen planus.
Lichen planus and primary biliary cirrhosis were seen in twenty-four patients. In seventeen patients, the cutaneous eruption followed the administration of D-penicillamine. In seven patients, lichen planus developed unrelated to therapy. Three of the latter group of patients were treated with D-penicillamine and had subsequent relapse or exacerbation of their preexisting lichen planus. The presence of lichen planus in patients with primary biliary cirrhosis and the propensity to develop this type of eruption while on D-penicillamine therapy are consistent with a graft-versus-host pathogenesis of primary biliary cirrhosis. Preexisting lichen planus should be regarded as a relative contraindication to the use of D-penicillamine in patients with primary biliary cirrhosis.